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Ottawa County Senior Day

Please join me this Friday, October 7, for the third annual Ottawa County Senior Day. The event begins at 8:00a.m.
and lasts until 1:00p.m. and is being held at Resurrection Life church (12900 US 31 in Grand Haven). Come and enjoy
exhibits of community service providers and health care professionals, hear keynote speakers and get flu shots and
blood work done. Refreshments, goody bag, games, prizes and lunch are free to all participants.

Governor Signs L abor Day School Start

In a bill that was recently signed into law by the Governor, Michigan parents, students and tourism-related business
owners will benefit by requiring schools to start after Labor Day. The new starting date will allow parents to take
longer trips during the extended weekend without having their children miss school days. Additionally, starting school
after Labor Day will generate an estimated $10 million more in tourism-related tax revenue for the state. The added
tourism also would create an estimated 2,000 new jobs and between $100 million and $200 million in economic
activity.

State Police Post Update

It looks as if the State Police Posts in Grand Haven, Groveland Township, and Iron River are going to be kept open
until December 1, 2005. However, it is possible that money leftover from fiscal year 2005 may be available to keep
them open beyond December. I will work to look at all options with my colleagues. | have been part of the fight to keep
the posts open. I even tried to amend the budget to keep the Grand Haven post open after the Governor proposed the
close. Despite the closure, | did vote in support of the overall Michigan State Police budget because | thought that a
vote against the entire budget would be irresponsible.

STATE BUDGET COMPLETED

The state Senate has completed its work on the Fiscal Year 2005-06 budget, approving spending plans that are balanced
without the need for increased fees and taxes. Most bills were signed into law on Friday by the Governor. Throughout
the budget process, Senate Republicans focused on the priorities set forth by their constituents to ensure Michigan
remains an economically viable state that is a great place in which to live, work, and raise a family.

AMONG THE POSITIVE HIGHLIGHTS OF NEXT YEAR’S BUDGET, SENATE REPUBLICANS:






